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(b) continue coordination, oversight, and 
reporting concerning remaining Iraq Relief 
and Reconstruction Fund (IRRF) monies; 

(c) assume the functions assigned to the 
Iraq Reconstruction Management Office 
(IRMO) remaining as of the date of this 
order; and 

(d) perform such other functions related 
to the specific project set forth in section 2 
as the Secretary of State (Secretary) may as-
sign. 

Sec. 4. Personnel and Administration. (a) 
The ITAO shall be headed by a Director se-
lected by the Secretary. 

(b) The Secretary shall transfer from the 
IRMO to the ITAO the personnel, assets, li-
abilities, and records of the IRMO. 

Sec. 5. General Provisions. (a) This order 
shall be implemented in accordance with ap-
plicable law, subject to the availability of ap-
propriations, and consistent with presidential 
guidance. 

(b) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right, benefit, or privilege, 
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law 
or in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

(c) The ITAO shall terminate at the end 
of the maximum period permitted by section 
3161(a)(1) of title 5, United States Code, un-
less sooner terminated by the Secretary. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 8, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 10, 2007] 

NOTE: This Executive order was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on May 9, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on May 11. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency Blocking 
Property of Certain Persons and 
Prohibiting the Export of Certain 
Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2007 

On May 11, 2004, pursuant to my authority 
under the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706) 
and the Syria Accountability and Lebanese 
Sovereignty Restoration Act of 2003 (Public 
Law 108–175), I issued Executive Order 
13338 in which I declared a national emer-
gency authorizing the blocking of property 
of certain persons and prohibiting the expor-
tation or reexportation of certain goods to 
Syria. On April 25, 2006, I issued Executive 
Order 13399 to expand the scope of this na-
tional emergency. I took these actions to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and 
economy of the United States constituted by 
the actions of the Government of Syria in 
supporting terrorism, maintaining its then- 
existing occupation of Lebanon, pursuing 
weapons of mass destruction and missile pro-
grams, and undermining United States and 
international efforts with respect to the sta-
bilization and reconstruction of Iraq. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Syria continue to pose an un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 11, 2004, and the measures 
adopted on that date and on April 25, 2006, 
in Executive Order 13399, to deal with that 
emergency, must continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2007. Therefore, in accordance with 
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies 
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 
1 year the national emergency authorizing 
the blocking of property of certain persons 
and prohibiting the exportation or reexpor-
tation of certain goods to Syria. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 
The White House, 
May 8, 2007. 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:51 a.m., May 9, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on May 9, and it was published 
in the Federal Register on May 10. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency Blocking Property of 
Certain Persons and Prohibiting the 
Export of Certain Goods to Syria 
May 8, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent to the Federal Register for publi-
cation the enclosed notice, stating that the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, and expanded 
in scope in Executive Order 13399 of April 
25, 2006, authorizing the blocking of prop-
erty of certain persons and prohibiting the 
exportation and reexportation of certain 
goods to Syria, is to continue in effect beyond 
May 11, 2007. 

The actions of the Government of Syria 
in supporting terrorism, interfering in Leb-
anon, pursuing weapons of mass destruction 
and missile programs, and undermining 
United States and international efforts with 
respect to the stabilization and reconstruc-
tion of Iraq pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security, 
foreign policy, and economy of the United 
States. For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue in effect the 
national emergency declared with respect to 
this threat and to maintain in force the sanc-
tions I have ordered to address this national 
emergency. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 8, 2007. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 9. 

Remarks Following a Tour of 
Tornado Damage in Greensburg, 
Kansas 

May 9, 2007 

I bring the prayers and concerns of the 
people of this country to this town of Greens-
burg, Kansas. A lot of us have seen the pic-
tures about what happened here, and pic-
tures don’t do it justice. There is a lot of 
destruction. Fortunately, a lot of folks have 
basements here in this part of the world and 
lived to see another day. Unfortunately, too 
many died, and we offer our prayers and con-
dolences to those who died. 

I am struck by the strength of the char-
acter of the people who live here in the 
Plains—people who refuse to be—who 
refuse to have their spirit affected by this 
storm, as a matter of fact, who are willing 
to do what it takes to rebuild in a better way. 
America is blessed to have such people. And 
the people here will be—will find they’re 
blessed to have neighbors who care, a total 
stranger who will come and help them. 

Our role as government officials is to work 
with the State and local folks to get whatever 
help is appropriate here, whatever help is in 
the law to be here as quickly as possible. My 
mission is to—today, though, is to lift peo-
ple’s spirits as best as I possibly can, is to, 
hopefully, touch somebody’s soul by rep-
resenting our country and to let people know 
that while there was a dark day in the past, 
there’s brighter days ahead. 

And so I want to thank the Governor and 
I want to thank the Senators for being here. 
Most importantly, I want to thank the people 
of Greensburg and their neighbors for help-
ing them out. God bless the people here. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. on Bay 
Street. In his remarks, he referred to Gov. Kath-
leen Sebelius of Kansas. 
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